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LESSON PLAN: OPENING THE DOOR
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	Why?
The aim of the lesson is for students to empathise and understand what it is like to come out as homosexual



	
	What?

Students will watch videos of people talking about coming out as homosexual and listen to their stories to help them understand. Q&A will be needed by the teacher to help them understand how and why some people might react differently. 


	
	How?

This empathy and understanding will be guided by Q&A from the teacher. Many students will not understand how it feels as they have not been through this experience and will need guidance from the teacher to help them understand what it feels like and how to empathise. 



	Theme:


	Opening the Door


	School:


	Secondary level

	Age group:


	13- 16



	Duration:


	1 hour

	Participants:

	Up to 30

	Class setting (tables and chairs): 

	Classroom with tables and chairs

	Relevant background information:


	· Aim of the lesson is for students to empathise and understand what it is like to come out as homosexual
· This empathy and understanding will be guided by Q&A from the teacher 

	Teaching strategy:

	Discussion and Q&A guided by the teacher



	1. Conditions: 
Classroom with tables and chairs and the ability for students to have paired discussion with others around them. 



	2. Content/theme:
This resource will include videos and letters from homosexual people talking about what it is like to be homosexual and their life. These will be videos of celebrities and young people from their home country or different countries.
· Letters. Students write letters to young homosexual people who might be struggling to come out giving them advice



3. Organisation of the lesson
	Duration
	Goal
	Teacher’s
activity 
	Students’
activity 
	Educational situation:

content, working methods, media
	Objectives / Competence-development
Assessment 


	
	Outcomes
1. Articulate the worries that someone would have coming out as homosexual 
2. Articulate advice to someone coming out as homosexual 
3. Empathise with someone who is coming out as homosexual 


	1. Starter task on board 

2. Recap of appropriate language 

3. Famous homosexual people slide of pictures, teacher explains who they are 

4. Videos and discussion with prompt questions 

5. Letter writing and response –teacher provides writing frames for weaker students  

	Students put post it notes on the board  

Students discuss key terms to use in the lesson 

Students identify famous homosexual celebrities  

Watch videos then have class discussion 

Students write letters including what they have earnt today 


	Students reflect on their own feelings 

So students know what words to use to describe the topics in the lesson 

Students might not know any homosexual people and these famous people are positive role models that have been successful and are publically homosexual.
Students watch videos from young people and famous people talking about what it is like to be homosexual and have discussions about what they see in the videos and their experiences from life. 
Students write a letter explaining how they are feeling about coming out to put themselves in the position of someone who is homosexual.  

Student then swap letters and write a reply giving advice and demonstrating empathy. 

	Assessment of prior knowledge and empathy 

Assessment of prior knowledge of language

Assessment of pupil’s knowledge of positive role models who are famous homosexual people 

Assessment of detailed empathy and understanding of how it feels to be homosexual and whether or not students are able to give well rounded supportive, well informed advice 



	
	
	6. Plenary to assess learning – post it notes on the board with tips to support people ‘coming out’ 
	Students write a post it note what they have learnt today 
	Consolidation of learning and key points to take away from lesson 
	Assessment of lesson learning through visual display 


	G 4. This material belongs to homosexuality and migration
The migration theme will come out from the videos with people talking about different 
Country specific migration discussion will need to be leaded by the teacher’s questioning and students lead discussion talking about the real situation in those countries. 




	5. (optional)Variations, special characteristics:



6. Annex: 
· PowerPoint slides 
· Youtube links 
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